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What is the purpose of this research study? 
 
The research study aims to assess Middle East, North African (MENA) and sub-Saharan 
African (SSA) communities’ knowledge of hepatitis B, health-seeking behaviours, and 
perceptions of these communities about people living with hepatitis B.  
 
 
Who is conducting this research study? 
 
The study is being carried out by the Centre for Social Research in Health (CSRH) at the 
University of New South Wales (UNSW) with assistance from various community 
organisations in different states and territories. 
 
 
Why is this research study important? 
 
Based on health statistics, people born in MENA and SSA countries make up 13 of the top 40 
countries with the largest prevalence of chronic hepatitis B in Australia.  However, not much 
research has been done in these communities. 
 
 
Who are the target participants of this survey? 
 
We are looking for people who meet all the following criteria to complete the survey 
 

• at least 18 years of age; 
• speak either English, Arabic, French or Swahili; 
• originally from Middle East and North Africa (MENA) or sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) or 

have parents/grandparents born in these regions; and 
• currently residing in Australia. 

 
 
I am born in XXX country in the MENA/SSA region, am I eligible for the survey? 
 
Anyone who identifies as being born in or having parents/grandparents born in a country in 
the Middle East and North Africa or sub-Saharan Africa region is eligible, as long as other 
criteria are also met. 
 
 
How many questions are there on the survey and how long will it take to complete? 
 
The survey has a total of 42 questions and will take about 20 minutes to complete.   
 
 
Are all questions compulsory? 
 
Participants are expected to complete all questions which are applicable to them.  Depending 
on an individual participant’s circumstances (e.g. whether they have been tested for hepatitis 
B or whether they are living with hepatitis B), there may be questions which they can skip. 
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What do participants need to do? 
 
Participants can complete an online survey which is available in English, Arabic, French or 
Swahili.  Each participant should only do the survey once, no matter which language they 
choose.  Please: 

 
• Scan the QR code using a mobile device, or enter the hyperlink on a web browser 

to access the online survey; 
• read an online copy of the Participant Information Statement and Consent Form 

(PISCF), which is available in English, Arabic, French or Swahili; 
• complete an online survey in either English, Arabic, French or Swahili;   
• enter their email address when prompted after completing the online survey; and 
• an e-voucher of AU$20 will be sent to the email address provided, within 2 to 3 

weeks. 
 


